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Cherry Blossom Tree Planting Ceremony at Graceland-Memphis, TN (April 25, 2014)
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A cherry blossom tree planting ceremony was held at
Elvis Presley’s Graceland in Memphis, Tennessee,
on Friday, April 25. It was organized by the Japanese
Traders and Manufacturers Association of Memphis

and the Greater Memphis Chamber.

Three cherry blossom trees were presented as a
symbol of the appreciation for the generous support
from Memphis to Japan in the wake of the Great East
Japan Earthquake and Tsunami in March 2011.

About 30 fans of Elvis Presley visiting from Japan
were at the ceremony. In addition, there were many
guests including Hon. Stephen Cohen, US
Representative, Hon. Mark Norris, Tennessee Senate
Maijority Leader, Hon. Mark Luttrell Jr., Mayor of
Shelby County, Mr. Jack Soden, CEO of Elvis Presley
Enterprises, and Mr. Kanzi Takayama, President of
the Japan-America Society of Tennessee-West
Center.

Consul-General Motohiko Kato expressed his
gratitude for Memphis’ support of Japan and his hope
that the cherry blossom trees would become a

symbol of friendship between Japan and Tennessee.
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